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key which would make it easy to group the rocks of Eng-
land in their order of formation, and that they contained the
records of a marvellous march of life upon the earth, had not
yet dawned upon the minds of any of these early pioneers.

While the acknowledged leaders of the infant science of
geology were on the one hand wrangling as to the principles
to he adopted, and, on the other hand, busying themselves
with the collection and discussion of details of no great
moment, a man had been quietly and unobserved at work
for long years among the rocks of England, and had learned
their secret as none else had done.   Bom in Oxfordshire,
William Smith had been used in childhood to collect and
wonder over the fossils so abundant round his birthplace.
In later years, trained to the profession of civil engineer
and land-surveyor, he had recognised his early playthings in
far distant parts of the country.   Step by step he was led to
perceive, in a far more precise and accurate way than had
been thought of by Werner or any previous observer, that
each group of strata had its own characteristic fossils.    By
this test he could recognise a series of rocks all the way from
the coasts of Dorset to those of Yorkshire.    He surprised
some of his friends who had made collections of fossils
by telling them from what special set of rocks each series
of shells had been obtained.    He constructed, and as far
back as 1799 began to publish, geological maps of various
parts  of England, on which the different groups of rocks
which he had made up were delineated with singular accu-
racy.     At agricultural meetings, and to any inquirer who
wished to see them, he exhibited these maps, showing more
particularly their value in questions of farming and water-
supply.    He had tried to find patrons, with whose help he Soc. i. 56 (15th February 1828).woman, with solid acqxiirements, which few ladies at that time possessed.
